[Endocrine function of the cardiovascular system].
The cardiovascular system has in addition to it haemodynamic role also an important endocrine function. It produces a number of humoral substances which are either released into the circulation and exert a systemic endocrine effect (e.g. the atrial natriuretic factor from the atria) or act at the site of their genesis. This autocrine or paracrine action is typical above all for substances formed in the endothelium and vascular wall (endothelin, endothelium-derived relaxation factor, prostaglandins, prostacyclines, renin-angiotensin cascade etc.). Cardiovascular substances influence by their action markedly the general and organ haemodynamics, the volume and pressure homeostasis the development and regression, of cardiac hypertrophy and vascular walls, as well as thrombogenesis and atherogenesis. They participate thus in a significant way in physiological regulations and pathological processes in the organism.